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I. An Account of an antient Shrine, formerly 
belonging to the Abbey of Croyland \ by 
Wm. Stukely M. D. "Coll. Med. Lond. 
Soc. Ecclef. D. Georgii Martyr. Lond. 
Rector. 


Read Dec. 8 . r T~’HE Shrine before us is a great Cu- 
>74 8 - riofity. Few of this kind of Anti¬ 

quities efcap’d the general Ra vage of the Difiolution 
of Abbeys: For which Rcafon 1 thought it would 
be an agreeable Amufemcnt to the Society to have 
a View of it; and to preferve a Drawing of it 
as in Tab. 1. and II. The Shrine is made of Oak, 
plated over with Copper, upon which the Figures 
are chaccd in Gold: The Ground is enamel’d with 
blue; in the Ridge along the Top are three oval 
Chryftals fet tranfparently; its Dimenfions arc as ex- 
prefled under the Print. 

Mr. Eayre of St. Neots fait it to me to have 
my Opinion of it. It was found in the Houle of 
a Gentleman of that Neighbourhood, who never 
fliew’d it during his Life-time; and who polRbly 
might have given us fomc Account, as to the Hi- 
ftory of it; and at prefent we have no means left 
of finding it out, but by Conjecture. 

I conceive it came from Croyland-Abbey. There 
was an Intereourfe between this Abbey and St. Neot‘% 
Priory; infomuch that St. Ncot's Body was carrica 
hence to Croyland-Abbey, and inlhriucd there. 
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Thefc Shrines were made for receiving Rcliques 
of Saints, in old Abbeys, Churches, and Cathedrals. 
(Sec a Print in the Hiftory Ot Canterbury, and in 
Dugdale s Mon#ft icon , of the high Altar of the Church 
of St. Auguftin there? no left than thirteen of thefe 
Shrines handing around). Thefc were carried about 
in Proccffions on their anniversary Days ; fometimes 
cmbellifhcd with ]cwels of ineflimable Value. Bc- 
ftdes thefe portable ones, there were others, built of 
Stone, Marble, and other Materials ; like that of 
St. Edward the Confejfor in Weftminjler-Abbey ; 
one now in Chefter Cathedral of St. IVerburga , 
whereon the cpifcopal Throne is fet, adorn'd with 
.Sculptures of S'axort Kings and Saints: One of St. 
Thomas de C.antdupe Bifhop of Hereford, in that 
Cathedral. Thefe now remain. There was one in 
the Church of Bnrton-Coggles, Lincolnshire \ and of 
Heckington in the fame County; and innumerable 
others, dcltroy’d at the Diffolution of Monaftcries. 

The Shrine before us, from the Manner of draw¬ 
ing, and Workmanfhip, I conclude to be of Saxon 
Antiquity, and that very high; now near5)00Years 
old. I think it gives us the Story of the Murder of 
the Abbot there, and his Monks, perpetrated by the 
barbarous Danes-, in the Year 870. 

Sept. 25-. that Year, they rufh’d into the Church 
of Oroyland , whilft the Religious were at divine 
Service. Ingulphus, Abbot of the Place, in his Hi- 
dory, gives us this Account. Lord Theodore waf 
then Abbot of Croyland ; who at that time pontiff 
cally officiated at the high Altar, expecting the Bar¬ 
barians. King Osketyl cut off his Head upon the 
Altar. Verus Martyr et Chrifti hojlia mmolatur. 
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lays our Author, Miniftri circumjt antes omnes caj>i 
tibus detruncatr. “ Thus fell the true Maityr and 
“ Lanob of Chrilt, as a Sacrifice on the Altar. All 
“ the a ill da nt Minifters ‘were beheaded likewise,” 
fays he. 

The two on our Shrine are Frier Elf get the Dea¬ 
con, and Frier Savin the Subdcacon. 

Some Days after, when the Monks that fled re¬ 
turned, they found the Body of the venerable Abbot 
Theodore beheaded at the Altar. 

Above is reprefented his Sueccflor Abbot Godric, 
with the Miniilers about him, putting the dcceafed 
Abbot into his Shroud ; whilrt Angels are carrying 
his Soul up to Heaven. 

1 litppole fomc Part of this Martyr might be ob 
tained, and kept in this Shrine. 

1 obferve the famous old fepulcral Stone in ‘ Pe¬ 
terborough Minfter-Yard, is exactly of the fame Shape 
as our Shrine. It was let up over the Grave of the 
Abbot and Monks murder’d by the lame 'Danes, the. 
Day after thole of Cropland- Jibber fuller’d, Sept. 26. 
It is carv’d on the Sides with the Images of out 
Saviour and the Apollles. It is now remov’d into 
the Library. 

Nov. 23. 1748. 


W. Stukely. 
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